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1. Genesis 21 
a. Now the Lord was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah 

what he had promised. Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in 
his old age, at the very time God had promised him. Abraham gave the name 
Isaac to the son Sarah bore him. When his son Isaac was eight days old, 
Abraham circumcised him, as God commanded him. Abraham was a hundred 
years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 21:1-5 

i. Finally we have been talking about this since chapter 12!!! 
ii. Waiting… 

1. But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a 
day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 
The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand 
slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, 
but everyone to come to repentance. 2Peter 3:8-9 

2. But those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they 
shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be 
weary, they shall walk and not faint. Isaiah 40:31 

b. Still trouble in the family… 
i. The child Isaac grew and was weaned, and on the day Isaac was weaned 

Abraham held a great feast. But Sarah saw that the son whom Hagar 
the Egyptian had borne to Abraham was mocking, and she said to 
Abraham, “Get rid of that slave woman and her son, for that slave 
woman’s son will never share in the inheritance with my son Isaac.” 
21:8-10 

ii. Remember Hagar ran away once already because of mistreatment. 
iii. Sarah wants her gone for good.  
iv. Could there be some worry or jealousy because Ishmael is the first born? 

c. It is clear that Abraham doesn’t quite feel the same way… 
i. The matter distressed Abraham greatly because it concerned his son. 

But God said to him, “Do not be so distressed about the boy and your 
maidservant. Listen to whatever Sarah tells you, because it is through 
Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned. I will make the son of the 
maidservant into a nation also, because he is your offspring.” Early the 
next morning Abraham took some food and a skin of water and gave 
them to Hagar. He set them on her shoulders and then sent her off with 
the boy. She went on her way and wandered in the desert of 
Beersheba. 21:11-14 

d. Hagar thinks they are going to die 
i. When the water in the skin was gone, she put the boy under one of the 

bushes. Then she went off and sat down nearby, about a bowshot 



away, for she thought, “I cannot watch the boy die.” And as she sat 
there nearby, she began to sob. God heard the boy crying, and the angel 
of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What is the 
matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has heard the boy crying as he lies 
there. Lift the boy up and take him by the hand, for I will make him into 
a great nation.” Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. 
So she went and filled the skin with water and gave the boy a drink. 
21:15-19 

e. Abimelech (comes back) and signs a treaty regarding a well in Beersheba. 21:22-
32 


