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1. Genesis 28 

a. The feeling continues… 
i. So Isaac called for Jacob and blessed him and commanded him: “Do not 

marry a Canaanite woman. Go at once to Paddan Aram, to the house of 
your mother’s father Bethuel. Take a wife for yourself there, from among 
the daughters of Laban, your mother’s brother. May God Almighty bless 
you and make you fruitful and increase your numbers until you become a 
community of peoples. May he give you and your descendants the 
blessing given to Abraham, so that you may take possession of the land 
where you now live as an alien, the land God gave to Abraham.” Then 
Isaac sent Jacob on his way, and he went to Paddan Aram, to Laban son 
of Bethuel the Aramean, the brother of Rebekah, who was the mother of 
Jacob and Esau. 28:1-5 

ii. Lots of intermarriage 
b. Esau does a variation of this by marrying into Ishmael’s family 28:6-9 
c. Jacob’s Ladder (theophany) 

i. Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran. When he reached a certain 
place, he stopped for the night because the sun had set. Taking one of 
the stones there, he put it under his head and lay down to sleep. He had 
a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top 
reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and 
descending on it. There above it stood the LORD, and he said: “I am the 
LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you 
and your descendants the land on which you are lying. Your descendants 
will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and 
to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you and your offspring. I am with you and will watch 
over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not 
leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 28:10-15 

ii.  A special place! A reminder of the promise 
iii. A reminder that he may be going away… but he should come back 

d. Jacob names the place “Bethel” or “the house of God” 
e. Jacob makes a promise (He heard God loud and clear) 

i. Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will watch 
over me on this journey I am taking and will give me food to eat and 
clothes to wear so that I return safely to my father’s house, then the LORD 
will be my God and this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be God’s 
house, and of all that you give me I will give you a tenth.” 28:20-21 

2. Genesis 29 
a. Jacob arrives in Paddan Aram and this happens… 



i. While he was still talking with the shepherds, Rachel came with her 
father’s sheep, for she was a shepherdess. When Jacob saw Rachel 
daughter of Laban, his mother’s brother, and Laban’s sheep, he went 
over and rolled the stone away from the mouth of the well and watered 
his uncle’s sheep. Then Jacob kissed Rachel and began to weep aloud. He 
had told Rachel that he was a relative of her father and a son of Rebekah. 
So she ran and told her father. As soon as Laban heard the news about 
Jacob, his sister’s son, he hurried to meet him. He embraced him and 
kissed him and brought him to his home, and there Jacob told him all 
these things. Then Laban said to him, “You are my own flesh and blood.” 
29:9-14 

b. Uh oh… 
i. Then Laban said to him, “You are my own flesh and blood.” After Jacob 

had stayed with him for a whole month, Laban said to him, “Just because 
you are a relative of mine, should you work for me for nothing? Tell me 
what your wages should be.” Now Laban had two daughters; the name of 
the older was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. Leah had 
weak eyes, but Rachel was lovely in form, and beautiful. Jacob was in love 
with Rachel and said, “I’ll work for you seven years in return for your 
younger daughter Rachel.” Laban said, “It’s better that I give her to you 
than to some other man. Stay here with me.” So Jacob served seven 
years to get Rachel, but they seemed like only a few days to him because 
of his love for her. Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife. My time 
is completed, and I want to lie with her.” So Laban brought together all 
the people of the place and gave a feast. But when evening came, he 
took his daughter Leah and gave her to Jacob, and Jacob lay with her. And 
Laban gave his servant girl Zilpah to his daughter as her maidservant. 
When morning came, there was Leah! So Jacob said to Laban, “What is 
this you have done to me? I served you for Rachel, didn’t I? Why have 
you deceived me?”29:15-25 

c. Laban gives an explanation… but is still trouble. 
i. Laban replied, “It is not our custom here to give the younger daughter in 

marriage before the older one. Finish this daughter’s bridal week; then 
we will give you the younger one also, in return for another seven years 
of work.” And Jacob did so. He finished the week with Leah, and then 
Laban gave him his daughter Rachel to be his wife. Laban gave his servant 
girl Bilhah to his daughter Rachel as her maidservant. Jacob lay with 
Rachel also, and he loved Rachel more than Leah. And he worked for 
Laban another seven years. 19:26-30 

d. God chooses a side. 
i. When the LORD saw that Leah was not loved, he opened her womb, but 

Rachel was barren. Leah became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She 
named him Reuben, for she said, “It is because the LORD has seen my 
misery. Surely my husband will love me now.” 29:31-33 



1. Don’t forget, names mean something in the Old Testament. 
Reuben sounds like “misery” but actually means, “See a son.” 

ii. She conceived again, and when she gave birth to a son she said, “Because 
the LORD heard that I am not loved, he gave me this one too.” So she 
named him Simeon. 29:33 

1. Simeon means “heard” 
iii. Again she conceived, and when she gave birth to a son she said, “Now at 

last my husband will become attached to me, because I have borne him 
three sons.” So he was named Levi. 29:34 

1. Levi means “attached” 
iv. She conceived again, and when she gave birth to a son she said, “This 

time I will praise the LORD.” So she named him Judah. Then she stopped 
having children. 29:35 

1. Judah derives from the word “praise” 
3. Genesis 30 

a. Jealousy 
i. When Rachel saw that she was not bearing Jacob any children, she 

became jealous of her sister. So she said to Jacob, “Give me children, or 
I’ll die!” 30:1 

b. Frustration 
i. Jacob became angry with her and said, “Am I in the place of God, who has 

kept you from having children?” 30:2 
c. Taking a page out of Sarah’s story 

i. Then she said, “Here is Bilhah, my maidservant. Sleep with her so that 
she can bear children for me and that through her I too can build a 
family.” So she gave him her servant Bilhah as a wife. Jacob slept with 
her, and she became pregnant and bore him a son. 30:3-5 

d. Naming the son… 
i. Then Rachel said, “God has vindicated me; he has listened to my plea and 

given me a son.” Because of this she named him Dan. 
1. Dan means vindicated 

e. And again… 
i. Rachel’s servant Bilhah conceived again and bore Jacob a second son. 

Then Rachel said, “I have had a great struggle with my sister, and I have 
won.” So she named him Naphtali. 30:7-8 

1. Naphtali means “struggle” 
f. We are not done yet… 

i. When Leah saw that she had stopped having children, she took her 
maidservant Zilpah and gave her to Jacob as a wife. Leah’s servant Zilpah 
bore Jacob a son. Then Leah said, “What good fortune! (what a troop)” 
So she named him Gad. 30:9-11 

1. Gad means either “Fortune” or “Troop” 
g. Seriously… it continues 



i. Leah’s servant Zilpah bore Jacob a second son. Then Leah said, “How 
happy I am! The women will call me happy.” So she named him Asher. 
30:12 

1. Asher means “Happy” 
h. OK, this is ridiculous and it gets a little weird… 

i. During wheat harvest, Reuben went out into the fields and found some 
mandrake plants, which he brought to his mother Leah. Rachel said to 
Leah, “Please give me some of your son’s mandrakes.” But she said to 
her, “Wasn’t it enough that you took away my husband? Will you take my 
son’s mandrakes too?” “Very well,” Rachel said, “he can sleep with you 
tonight in return for your son’s mandrakes.” So when Jacob came in from 
the fields that evening, Leah went out to meet him. “You must sleep with 
me,” she said. “I have hired you with my son’s mandrakes.” So he slept 
with her that night. 30:14-16 

1. Mandrakes are an aphrodisiac…. Seriously 
2. Rachel wants them… Leah gives them but ends up with Jacob 
3. Jacob was hired… bartered for 

i. Oops it happened again… 
i. God listened to Leah, and she became pregnant and bore Jacob a fifth 

son. Then Leah said, “God has rewarded me for giving my maidservant to 
my husband.” So she named him Issachar. Leah conceived again and bore 
Jacob a sixth son. Then Leah said, “God has presented me with a precious 
gift. This time my husband will treat me with honor, because I have borne 
him six sons.” So she named him Zebulun. 30:17-20 

1. Issachar sounds like “reward” 
2. Zebulun means “honor” 

j. Then a daughter… Dinah… barely a mention 30:21 
k. And back to Rachel… 

i. Then God remembered Rachel; he listened to her and opened her womb. 
She became pregnant and gave birth to a son and said, “God has taken 
away my disgrace.” She named him Joseph, and said, “May the Lord add 
to me another son.” 30:22-24 

1. Joseph means “may he add”  
 

 
 
 


