
Bible Study #25 
Community Lutheran Church 
8/12/2020 
 

1. Genesis 46 
a. The brother’s now know Joseph’s true identity beyond a powerful ruler in 

Egypt. They have gone back to Canaan to retrieve their father (Jacob, Israel). 
b. Israel sets out for Egypt and has a vision… 

i. So Israel set out with all that was his, and when he reached 
Beersheba, he offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. And 
God spoke to Israel in a vision at night and said, “Jacob! Jacob!” “Here 
I am,” he replied. “I am God, the God of your father,” he said. “Do not 
be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will make you into a great nation 
there. I will go down to Egypt with you, and I will surely bring you 
back again. And Joseph’s own hand will close your eyes.” 46:1-4 

1. God tells Israel that he should go to Egypt. 
2. Israel will die there.  
3. They will not become permanent residents of Egypt even 

though the beginning of Exodus seems to tell a different story. 
In other words, this is prophecy.  

c. Israel/Jacob continues on to Egypt 46:5-7 
d. A stated genealogy of Israel’s sons (the future 12 tribes) 46:8-27 
e. The family arrives in Egypt… 

i. Now Jacob sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph to get directions to 
Goshen. When they arrived in the region of Goshen, Joseph had his 
chariot made ready and went to Goshen to meet his father Israel. As 
soon as Joseph appeared before him, he threw his arms around his 
father and wept for a long time. Israel said to Joseph, “Now I am 
ready to die, since I have seen for myself that you are still alive.” 
46:28-30 

1. Jacob needs nothing else… he has been reunited with Joseph. 
f. Joseph has a plan to seek Pharaoh’s permission to settle his family in 

Goshen… 
i. Then Joseph said to his brothers and to his father’s household, “I will 

go up and speak to Pharaoh and will say to him, ‘My brothers and my 
father’s household, who were living in the land of Canaan, have come 
to me. The men are shepherds; they tend livestock, and they have 
brought along their flocks and herds and everything they own.’ When 
Pharaoh calls you in and asks, ‘What is your occupation?’ you should 
answer, ‘Your servants have tended livestock from our boyhood on, 
just as our fathers did.’ Then you will be allowed to settle in the 
region of Goshen, for all shepherds are detestable to the Egyptians.” 
46:31-34 

1. There is a reason for this! Egyptians hate shepherds. 



2. We have seen a couple of times in this story the animosity 
between Hebrews and Egyptians.  

3. Interesting footnote--- Habiru (sometimes written as Hapiru, 
and more accurately as ʿApiru, meaning "dusty, dirty" is a 
term used in 2nd-millennium BCE texts throughout the Fertile 
Crescent for people variously described as rebels, outlaws, 
raiders, mercenaries, bowmen, servants, slaves, and laborers 

a. Some have speculated that the word Hebrew is 
derived from Apiru/Habiru.  

2. Chapter 47 
a. Continuing from chapter 46. Joseph and the family go to Pharaoh and 

request land to graze. 47:1-4 
b. Pharaoh hears the request and talks to Joseph and Jacob/Israel… 

i. Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Your father and your brothers have come to 
you, and the land of Egypt is before you; settle your father and your 
brothers in the best part of the land. Let them live in Goshen. And if 
you know of any among them with special ability, put them in charge 
of my own livestock.” Then Joseph brought his father Jacob in and 
presented him before Pharaoh. After Jacob blessed Pharaoh, Pharaoh 
asked him, “How old are you?” And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The years 
of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty. My years have been few 
and difficult, and they do not equal the years of the pilgrimage of my 
fathers.” Then Jacob blessed Pharaoh and went out from his 
presence. So Joseph settled his father and his brothers in Egypt and 
gave them property in the best part of the land, the district of 
Rameses, as Pharaoh directed. Joseph also provided his father and his 
brothers and all his father’s household with food, according to the 
number of their children. 47:5-12 

1. Joseph takes care of his family… and ensures the promise of a 
future nation. 

c. Joseph acquires everything… 
i. There was no food, however, in the whole region because the famine 

was severe; both Egypt and Canaan wasted away because of the 
famine. Joseph collected all the money that was to be found in Egypt 
and Canaan in payment for the grain they were buying, and he 
brought it to Pharaoh’s palace. When the money of the people of 
Egypt and Canaan was gone, all Egypt came to Joseph and said, “Give 
us food. Why should we die before your eyes? Our money is used 
up.” “Then bring your livestock,” said Joseph. “I will sell you food in 
exchange for your livestock, since your money is gone.” So they 
brought their livestock to Joseph, and he gave them food in exchange 
for their horses, their sheep and goats, their cattle and donkeys. And 
he brought them through that year with food in exchange for all their 
livestock. 47:13-17 



d. A year later, the people come back for food with no money and makes 
another deal. 47:18-22 

i. This time he gives them food in exchange for their land (minus the 
priests)  

e. Joseph gives the people seeds to plant on (now) Pharaoh’s land. They are 
now in service to Pharaoh. They are allowed to keep 80% of the grain and 
must give 20% to Pharaoh. The people are thankful.  47:23-25 

i. They have lost everything in the famine but are thankful to be alive.  
f. While Egypt suffered… the family of Israel prospered.  

i. Now the Israelites settled in Egypt in the region of Goshen. They 
acquired property there and were fruitful and increased greatly in 
number. 47:27 

g. Jacob/Israel is dying but not yet dead… 
i. Jacob lived in Egypt seventeen years, and the years of his life were a 

hundred and forty-seven. When the time drew near for Israel to die, 
he called for his son Joseph and said to him, “If I have found favor in 
your eyes, put your hand under my thigh and promise that you will 
show me kindness and faithfulness. Do not bury me in Egypt, but 
when I rest with my fathers, carry me out of Egypt and bury me 
where they are buried.” “I will do as you say,” he said. “Swear to me,” 
he said. Then Joseph swore to him, and Israel worshiped as he leaned 
on the top of his staff. 47:28-31 

1. Joseph makes a big vow… and they know Egypt is not their 
home.  

3. Chapter 48 
a. Sometime later… 

i. Some time later Joseph was told, “Your father is ill.” So he took his 
two sons Manasseh and Ephraim along with him. When Jacob was 
told, “Your son Joseph has come to you,” Israel rallied his strength 
and sat up on the bed. Jacob said to Joseph, “God Almighty appeared 
to me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and there he blessed me and said 
to me, ‘I am going to make you fruitful and will increase your 
numbers. I will make you a community of peoples, and I will give this 
land as an everlasting possession to your descendants after you.’ 
“Now then, your two sons born to you in Egypt before I came to you 
here will be reckoned as mine; Ephraim and Manasseh will be mine, 
just as Reuben and Simeon are mine. Any children born to you after 
them will be yours; in the territory they inherit they will be reckoned 
under the names of their brothers. As I was returning from Paddan, to 
my sorrow Rachel died in the land of Canaan while we were still on 
the way, a little distance from Ephrath. So I buried her there beside 
the road to Ephrath” (that is, Bethlehem). When Israel saw the sons 
of Joseph, he asked, “Who are these?” “They are the sons God has 
given me here,” Joseph said to his father. Then Israel said, “Bring 



them to me so I may bless them.” Now Israel’s eyes were failing 
because of old age, and he could hardly see. So Joseph brought his 
sons close to him, and his father kissed them and embraced them. 
Israel said to Joseph, “I never expected to see your face again, and 
now God has allowed me to see your children too.” 48:1-11 

1. Jacob/Israel claims the two sons of Joseph as his own… thus 
completing the 12 tribes. 

2. Interesting footnote: In later biblical texts these two names 
became synonymous with the northern kingdom of Israel, 
which stood in bitter opposition to the kingdom of Judah. 

b. Jacob blesses his grandsons… 
i. Then Joseph removed them from Israel’s knees and bowed down with 

his face to the ground. And Joseph took both of them, Ephraim on his 
right toward Israel’s left hand and Manasseh on his left toward 
Israel’s right hand, and brought them close to him. But Israel reached 
out his right hand and put it on Ephraim’s head, though he was the 
younger, and crossing his arms, he put his left hand on Manasseh’s 
head, even though Manasseh was the firstborn. Then he blessed 
Joseph and said, “May the God before whom my fathers Abraham 
and Isaac walked, the God who has been my shepherd all my life to 
this day, the Angel who has delivered me from all harm —may he 
bless these boys. May they be called by my name and the names of 
my fathers Abraham and Isaac, and may they increase greatly upon 
the earth.” 48:12-16 

1. Very gentle and very covenantal.  
2. This is about the past and the future. 

c. There is some confusion… 
i. When Joseph saw his father placing his right hand on Ephraim’s head 

he was displeased; so he took hold of his father’s hand to move it 
from Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s head. Joseph said to him, “No, 
my father, this one is the firstborn; put your right hand on his head.” 
But his father refused and said, “I know, my son, I know. He too will 
become a people, and he too will become great. Nevertheless, his 
younger brother will be greater than he, and his descendants will 
become a group of nations.” He blessed them that day and said, “In 
your name will Israel pronounce this blessing: ‘May God make you 
like Ephraim and Manasseh.’ ” So he put Ephraim ahead of Manasseh. 
48:17-20 

1. Like Isaac over Ishmael and Jacob over Esau… God’s grace is 
not confined to birth order and other human constructions. 

d. Final Instructions… 
i. Then Israel said to Joseph, “I am about to die, but God will be with 

you and take you back to the land of your fathers. And to you, as one 



who is over your brothers, I give the ridge of land I took from the 
Amorites with my sword and my bow.” 48:21-22 

1. There is no previous mention of this story in Genesis. 
2. Jacob was portrayed as passive after his return to Canaan. 

Even chastising his sons for killing the men of Shechem.  
3. Also the Amorites are big time enemies of Israel. 

 


