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1. Chapter 44 
a. After meal, Joseph decides to “mess” with his brothers some more. Can any 

one say, “CONFLICTED!”? 
i. Now Joseph gave these instructions to the steward of his house: “Fill 

the men’s sacks with as much food as they can carry, and put each 
man’s silver in the mouth of his sack. Then put my cup, the silver one, 
in the mouth of the youngest one’s sack, along with the silver for his 
grain.” And he did as Joseph said. 44:1-2 

1. We’ve seen this before but now we add a silver cup to 
Benjamin’s sack of grain. 

b. Then Joseph springs the trap… 
i. As morning dawned, the men were sent on their way with their 

donkeys. They had not gone far from the city when Joseph said to his 
steward, “Go after those men at once, and when you catch up with 
them, say to them, ‘Why have you repaid good with evil? Isn’t this the 
cup my master drinks from and also uses for divination? This is a 
wicked thing you have done.’ ” 44:3-5 

1. This is a total set up moving toward a culmination. 
c. The brother’s deny the accusation… because they are truly innocent. 

i. When Joseph caught up with them, he repeated these words to them. 
But the brother’s said to him, “Why does my lord say such things? Far 
be it from your servants to do anything like that! We even brought 
back to you from the land of Canaan the silver we found inside the 
mouths of our sacks. So why would we steal silver or gold from your 
master’s house? If any of your servants is found to have it, he will die; 
and the rest of us will become my lord’s slaves.” 44:6-9 

1. They are vigorously claiming their innocence.  And why not? 
They are innocent!  

d. Ahh now we see what Joseph is up to… 
i. “Very well, then,” he said, “let it be as you say. Whoever is found to 

have it will become my slave; the rest of you will be free from blame.” 
44:10 

1. Joseph wants to “keep” his full brother Benjamin 
e. The cup is discovered. 

i. Each of them quickly lowered his sack to the ground and opened it. 
Then the steward proceeded to search, beginning with the oldest and 
ending with the youngest. And the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack. 
At this, they tore their clothes. Then they all loaded their donkeys and 
returned to the city. 44:11-13 



1. Notice they all go back… The brother’s don’t want to face their 
father… Ruben offered his kids if he didn’t return. Judah said 
he would take the blame. But no one wanted to go home. 

f. Back at Joseph’s house… 
i. Joseph was still in the house when Judah and his brothers came in, 

and they threw themselves to the ground before him. Joseph said to 
them, “What is this you have done? Don’t you know that a man like 
me can find things out by divination?” “What can we say to my lord?” 
Judah replied. “What can we say? How can we prove our innocence? 
God has uncovered your servants’ guilt. We are now my lord’s 
slaves—we ourselves and the one who was found to have the cup.” 
44:14-16 

1. Joseph claims “magical powers” to show how powerful he is… 
the magic was that he had the cup planted.  

2. The brother’s surrender to their fate. (Still believing in karma) 
g. Joseph plays with them some more… 

i. But Joseph said, “Far be it from me to do such a thing! Only the man 
who was found to have the cup will become my slave. The rest of you, 
go back to your father in peace.” 44:17 

1. Clearly Joseph wants his brother… but the other half brothers 
know they can’t go back home.  

h. Judah goes to bat… 
i. Then Judah went up to him and said: “Please, my lord, let your 

servant speak a word to my lord. Do not be angry with your servant, 
though you are equal to Pharaoh himself. My lord asked his servants, 
‘Do you have a father or a brother?’ And we answered, ‘We have an 
aged father, and there is a young son born to him in his old age. His 
brother is dead, and he is the only one of his mother’s sons left, and 
his father loves him.’ 44:18-20 

1. They get it… Benjamin (and Joseph) are favored.  Ouch. 
i. Judah continues to tell re-tell the story of their father and their return and it 

ends this way… 
i. “So now, if the boy is not with us when I go back to your servant my 

father and if my father, whose life is closely bound up with the boy’s 
life, sees that the boy isn’t there, he will die. Your servants will bring 
the gray head of our father down to the grave in sorrow. Your servant 
guaranteed the boy’s safety to my father. I said, ‘If I do not bring him 
back to you, I will bear the blame before you, my father, all my life!’ 
44: 30-32 

j. Judah proposes a trade… 
i. “Now then, please let your servant remain here as my lord’s slave in 

place of the boy, and let the boy return with his brothers. How can I 
go back to my father if the boy is not with me? No! Do not let me see 
the misery that would come upon my father.” 44:33-34 



1. Clearly Judah loves his father and is willing to stay rather than 
break his “old man’s heart.” 

2. Chapter 45 
a. Joseph can’t keep up the charade… 

i. Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants, 
and he cried out, “Have everyone leave my presence!” So there was 
no one with Joseph when he made himself known to his brothers. 
And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh’s 
household heard about it. 45:1-2 

b. He reveals himself… 
i. Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But 

his brothers were not able to answer him, because they were terrified 
at his presence. 45:3 

1. Q: What’s worse than an Egyptian leader messing with you? A: 
That same Egyptian Leader is the brother you sold into 
slavery. 

c. Joseph sees God’s plan in all of this… 
i. Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had 

done so, he said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into 
Egypt! And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with 
yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God 
sent me ahead of you. For two years now there has been famine in 
the land, and for the next five years there will not be plowing and 
reaping. But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant 
on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 45:4-7 

1. Despite Joseph’s conflicted nature and game playing, at the 
end he was able to see what God was up to. 

2. He is able to see the larger plan at work… God is building a 
nation. 

d. Joseph continues… and brags a little… 
i. “So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me 

father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt. 
Now hurry back to my father and say to him, ‘This is what your son 
Joseph says: God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; 
don’t delay. You shall live in the region of Goshen and be near me—
you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and all 
you have. I will provide for you there, because five years of famine 
are still to come. Otherwise you and your household and all who 
belong to you will become destitute.’ 45:8-11 

1. Father of Pharoah? 
2. Joseph allots land in Goshen (which was fertile good land) 
3. Joseph will take care of his family 

e. The reconciliation is complete… 



i. Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept, and 
Benjamin embraced him, weeping. And he kissed all his brothers and 
wept over them. Afterward his brothers talked with him. 45:14-15 

1. Did we really have to do all that to get to this place? 
f. Pharaoh gives his blessing too… 

i. When the news reached Pharaoh’s palace that Joseph’s brothers had 
come, Pharaoh and all his officials were pleased. Pharaoh said to 
Joseph, “Tell your brothers, ‘Do this: Load your animals and return to 
the land of Canaan, and bring your father and your families back to 
me. I will give you the best of the land of Egypt and you can enjoy the 
fat of the land.’ 45: 16-18 

1. Pharaoh probably didn’t hear what Joseph said about being 
his father.  

g. Joseph gives all sorts of gifts for the journey back to Canaan. 45:21-23 
h. Joseph knows his brothers well and says this as they leave… 

i. Then he sent his brothers away, and as they were leaving he said to 
them, “Don’t quarrel on the way!” 45:24 

1. Ha! Oh those brothers! 
i. The brothers go home… 

i. So they went up out of Egypt and came to their father Jacob in the 
land of Canaan. They told him, “Joseph is still alive! In fact, he is ruler 
of all Egypt.” Jacob was stunned; he did not believe them. But when 
they told him everything Joseph had said to them, and when he saw 
the carts Joseph had sent to carry him back, the spirit of their father 
Jacob revived. And Israel said, “I’m convinced! My son Joseph is still 
alive. I will go and see him before I die.” 45:25-28 

1. Jacob (Israel) is surprised and then believes! 
2. The journey back to Egypt begins next week! 

 


