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1. Genesis 18 
a. Covenant of Circumcision completed. 
b. Ishmael is back in the house 
c. Isaac has been promised (He has been given a name even!) 
d. All is relatively quiet and peaceful 
e. Abraham looks up! 

i. Pr. Brian reminded us a few weeks ago to look up!. (I lift my eyes to the 
hills… Ps. 121) 

f. 3 visitors show up. 
i. It is understood that these three visitors are God.  

ii. But Jewish scholars don’t agree. 
1. They think Abraham has God waiting until hospitality is offered 

a. “Greater is hospitality than receiving the Divine Presence.” 
2. Verse one stands by itself (Abraham puts God on hold), Abraham 

deals with the visitors with a divine message and then resumes his 
conversation with God starting in verse 13. 

g. Abraham offers the customary hospitality 
i. He said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your 

servant by. Let a little water be brought, and then you may all wash 
your feet and rest under this tree. Let me get you something to eat, so 
you can be refreshed and then go on your way—now that you have 
come to your servant.” “Very well,” they answered, “do as you say.” 
18:3-5 

h. While they are eating the divine promise is repeated! 
i. Then one of them said, “I will surely return to you about this time next 

year, and Sarah your wife will have a son.” Now Sarah was listening at 
the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. 18:10 

i. Sarah hears and laughs to herself then God calls her out and she denies that she 
laughs.  

i. The question remains… is this the visitors or God? 
ii. So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, “After I am worn out and 

my master is old, will I now have this pleasure?” Then the Lord said to 
Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a child, now 
that I am old?’ Is anything too hard for the Lord? I will return to you at 
the appointed time next year and Sarah will have a son.” Sarah was 
afraid, so she lied and said, “I did not laugh.” But he said, “Yes, you did 
laugh.” 18:12-15 

j. The visitors leave and God resumes the conversation with Abraham. 
i. Here is the proof… 



1. The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham 
remained standing before the Lord. 18:22 

ii. The bargaining begins…  
1. Then Abraham approached him and said: “Will you sweep away 

the righteous with the wicked? 18:23 
2. 50, 45, 30, 20, 10… 
3. Abraham is humble about the ask each time… 

a. Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me 
speak just once more. What if only ten can be found 
there?” He answered, “For the sake of ten, I will not 
destroy it.” 18:32 

4. God leaves and Abraham goes home… 18:33 
 
 


