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1. Genesis 30 continued from last week… 
a. Jacob knows it is time to go back to the promised land… 

i. After Rachel gave birth to Joseph, Jacob said to Laban, “Send me on my 
way so I can go back to my own homeland. Give me my wives and 
children, for whom I have served you, and I will be on my way. You know 
how much work I’ve done for you.” But Laban said to him, “If I have 
found favor in your eyes, please stay. I have learned by divination that 
the LORD has blessed me because of you.” He added, “Name your wages, 
and I will pay them.” Jacob said to him, “You know how I have worked for 
you and how your livestock has fared under my care. The little you had 
before I came has increased greatly, and the LORD has blessed you 
wherever I have been. But now, when may I do something for my own 
household?” “What shall I give you?” he asked. “Don’t give me anything,” 
Jacob replied. “But if you will do this one thing for me, I will go on tending 
your flocks and watching over them: 30:25-31 

1. Jacob is bargaining to have some “wealth” when he leaves. 
2. Currently he has 2 wives a bunch of boys and a girl. 

b. Here is what Jacob suggests to Laban 
i. “What shall I give you?” he asked. “Don’t give me anything,” Jacob 

replied. “But if you will do this one thing for me, I will go on tending your 
flocks and watching over them: Let me go through all your flocks today 
and remove from them every speckled or spotted sheep, every dark-
colored lamb and every spotted or speckled goat. They will be my wages. 
And my honesty will testify for me in the future, whenever you check on 
the wages you have paid me. Any goat in my possession that is not 
speckled or spotted, or any lamb that is not dark-colored, will be 
considered stolen.” 30:31-33 

1. Clearly this favored Laban 
2. He agreed to the deal 

c. Jacob sets up a breeding program to grow his flock exponentially. 30:37-43 
i. All by using sticks and arranging the sheep in the right way 

ii. BTW the bark of certain trees might have been used to treat sheep and 
even humans urogenital problems, reduce fevers, work as anti-
inflammatories and aid in reducing reproductive disorders. All of these 
would make an animal healthier, and more likely to produce healthy 
offspring. 

2. Genesis 31 
a. The word gets out… because it always gets out. 

i. Jacob heard that Laban’s sons were saying, “Jacob has taken everything 
our father owned and has gained all this wealth from what belonged to 



our father.” And Jacob noticed that Laban’s attitude toward him was not 
what it had been. Then the Lord said to Jacob, “Go back to the land of 
your fathers and to your relatives, and I will be with you.” 31:1-3 

b. He tells Rachel and Leah what is happening… he’s been wronged 
i. So Jacob sent word to Rachel and Leah to come out to the fields where 

his flocks were. He said to them, “I see that your father’s attitude toward 
me is not what it was before, but the God of my father has been with me. 
You know that I’ve worked for your father with all my strength, yet your 
father has cheated me by changing my wages ten times. However, God 
has not allowed him to harm me. 31:4-7 

c. Jacob describes a vision from God in which he is told to breed the sheep to his 
advantage 31:10-13 

d. Rachel and Leah are ok with all of this because they felt like pawns in all of this… 
i. Then Rachel and Leah replied, “Do we still have any share in the 

inheritance of our father’s estate? Does he not regard us as foreigners? 
Not only has he sold us, but he has used up what was paid for us. Surely 
all the wealth that God took away from our father belongs to us and our 
children. So do whatever God has told you.” 31:14-16 

e. They make a rather hasty retreat… 
i. Then Jacob put his children and his wives on camels, and he drove all his 

livestock ahead of him, along with all the goods he had accumulated in 
Paddan Aram, to go to his father Isaac in the land of Canaan. 31:17-18 

f. And to add insult to injury… 
i. When Laban had gone to shear his sheep, Rachel stole her father’s 

household gods. Moreover, Jacob deceived Laban the Aramean by not 
telling him he was running away. So he fled with all he had, and crossing 
the River, he headed for the hill country of Gilead. 31:19-21 

g. Laban chases after Jacob and his daughters… 
i. On the third day Laban was told that Jacob had fled. Taking his relatives 

with him, he pursued Jacob for seven days and caught up with him in the 
hill country of Gilead. Then God came to Laban the Aramean in a dream 
at night and said to him, “Be careful not to say anything to Jacob, either 
good or bad.” 31:22-24 

h. Laban lets Jacob know how upset he is… 
i. Jacob had pitched his tent in the hill country of Gilead when Laban 

overtook him, and Laban and his relatives camped there too. Then Laban 
said to Jacob, “What have you done? You’ve deceived me, and you’ve 
carried off my daughters like captives in war. Why did you run off secretly 
and deceive me? Why didn’t you tell me, so I could send you away with 
joy and singing to the music of tambourines and harps? You didn’t even 
let me kiss my grandchildren and my daughters good-by. You have done a 
foolish thing. I have the power to harm you; but last night the God of 
your father said to me, ‘Be careful not to say anything to Jacob, either 



good or bad.’ Now you have gone off because you longed to return to 
your father’s house. But why did you steal my gods?” 31:25-30 

i. Jacob responds… 
i. Jacob answered Laban, “I was afraid, because I thought you would take 

your daughters away from me by force. But if you find anyone who has 
your gods, he shall not live. In the presence of our relatives, see for 
yourself whether there is anything of yours here with me; and if so, take 
it.” Now Jacob did not know that Rachel had stolen the gods. 31:31-32 

j. Laban goes hunting for his idols… this gets AWKWARD! 
i. So Laban went into Jacob’s tent and into Leah’s tent and into the tent of 

the two maidservants, but he found nothing. After he came out of Leah’s 
tent, he entered Rachel’s tent. Now Rachel had taken the household gods 
and put them inside her camel’s saddle and was sitting on them. Laban 
searched through everything in the tent but found nothing. Rachel said to 
her father, “Don’t be angry, my lord, that I cannot stand up in your 
presence; I’m having my period.” So he searched but could not find the 
household gods. 31:33-35 

k. Jacob is angry with Laban for this and goes off on him verbally. 31:36-42 
l. Laban responds. He doesn’t quite back down but he wants to end this. 

i. Laban answered Jacob, “The women are my daughters, the children are 
my children, and the flocks are my flocks. All you see is mine. Yet what 
can I do today about these daughters of mine, or about the children they 
have borne? Come now, let’s make a covenant, you and I, and let it serve 
as a witness between us.” 31:43-44 

m. A covenant between Jacob and Laban is made. It is more like a peace treaty… 
i. So Jacob took a stone and set it up as a pillar. He said to his relatives, 

“Gather some stones.” So they took stones and piled them in a heap, and 
they ate there by the heap. Laban called it Jegar Sahadutha, and Jacob 
called it Galeed. 31:45-47 

1. Those words mean “witness heap.” 
ii. Oh it gets better… there is some bad blood between Laban and Jacob 

1. Laban said, “This heap is a witness between you and me today.” 
That is why it was called Galeed. It was also called Mizpah, 
because he said, “May the Lord keep watch between you and me 
when we are away from each other. If you mistreat my daughters 
or if you take any wives besides my daughters, even though no 
one is with us, remember that God is a witness between you and 
me.” Laban also said to Jacob, “Here is this heap, and here is this 
pillar I have set up between you and me. This heap is a witness, 
and this pillar is a witness, that I will not go past this heap to your 
side to harm you and that you will not go past this heap and pillar 
to my side to harm me. May the God of Abraham and the God of 
Nahor, the God of their father, judge between us.” So Jacob took 
an oath in the name of the Fear of his father Isaac. 31:48-53 


