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Bible Study 2 
February 19th 2020 
Community Lutheran Church, Las Vegas 
 
Reminder from Last week: Spiritual truth trumps historical truth. 
 
Creation stories are a dime a dozen in ancient middle-eastern culture. All are very similar with 

names changes. 
 
1) In chapter 1 God is referred to as Elohim 

a) El means God, ohim means mighty or supreme 
b) It is the plural use of the word. 
c) The intensive plural Elohim is used because the Jews thought God was too big, intense, 

powerful, and mighty to be "confined" to the singular noun. 
d) This is important because a different word for God is used in chapter 2 
e) Chapter 1 is an orderly account of creation because it is a victory over chaos and 

nothingness 
i) God is not chaos and God brings order to things… even our lives 
ii) Everything God does is good! 
iii) Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they 

may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all 
the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” So God 
created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and 
female he created them. Genesis 1:26-27 
(1) Man and woman are created at the same time 
(2) That plural form of God appears again “us” 
(3) This passage has been used to convince Christians not to be good stewards of 

the earth. 
(a) Is there ever a time God doesn’t want us to be good stewards? 
(b) Chapter 2 of Genesis contradicts this as well as portions of Deuteronomy 

(4) Humans were the last of this orderly creation story. 
(5) God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. Genesis 1:31  
(6)  By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the 

seventh day he rested from all his work. Then God blessed the seventh day and 
made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had 
done. Genesis 2:2-3  
(a) God doesn’t need to rest 
(b) He (God) will not let your foot slip— he who watches over you will not 

slumber; indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 
Psalm 121:4 

(c) This is why we don’t read the Bible literally!  
(d) God models how we should live life in relation to Him and world. Work 6 

days and then rest and worship on the 7th.  
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(e) This was unique to Israel to have a sabbath rest. No one else did this on a 
weekly basis. 

(f) This image of God resting is a sign of God is “large and in charge” (sovereign) 
watching over creation.  

(g) This is not a science book… we are not going to debate a 6 day creation. God 
can do what He wants either in 6 days or 600,000,000 years.  

(h) With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a 
day. 2 Peter 3:8 

 
(7) Chapter 2:4-25 

(a) A second creation story! What? Yep. 
(b) This account uses a different name for God. They use the actual name of God 

revealed in Exodus to Moses at the burning bush 
(c) In the Bible you will always see that name (except for that moment at the 

burning bush) as “THE LORD” 
(d) This is a “newer” usage than Elohim  
(e) Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed 

into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. 
Genesis 2:7 
(i) In this account we are created from the earth. 
(ii) A reminder that we are a part of creation 
(iii) And why we say, “Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall 

return” on Ash Wednesday 
(iv) No woman yet unlike Genesis 1 

(f) And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in 
the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.” Genesis 2:16 
(i) Forbidden fruit 
(ii) Adam doesn’t know the difference between good and bad. 
(iii) Is that possible? 

(g) But woman is not made from dust but from man. 
(i) Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the 

man, and he brought her to the man. The man said, “This is now bone of 
my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was 
taken out of man.” For this reason a man will leave his father and mother 
and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 

(ii) Woman and wife are the same word in Hebrew 
 

(8) Genesis 3 
(a) The Serpent… we read into that.  
(b) Most people of that time hated snakes for good reason. 
(c) Snake questions God 

(i) Genesis 3:1  “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the 
garden’?” 
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(d) The Reply… The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees 
in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in 
the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’ ” “You 
will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows that 
when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.”3:2-5 

(e) The trifecta—It was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable 
for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. 3:6 (NOTICE: It doesn’t say 
apple.) 

(f) Here is the kicker… She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, 
and he ate it. 3:7 

(g) NAKED! 
(h) Hiding from God 
(i) Blame Game 

(i) “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the 
tree, and I ate it.” 3:12 

(ii) “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 3:13 
(j) 3 curses 

(i) People will hate snakes now. 
1. Interesting footnote: And I will put enmity between you and the 

woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your 
head, and you will strike his heel.” 3:15  (Passion of the Christ) 

(ii) Pain in childbirth and Your desire will be for your husband, and he will 
rule over you.” Dissatisfaction 

(iii) You have to work and it won’t be easy. 
1. By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to 

the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust 
you will return.” 3:19 

(k) Kicked out of the garden… mlahh.  
 

 
 


