
BRAVE | WEEK 3 ELEMENTARY LESSON 

 

 
LARGE GROUP TIME 

WHAT? What are we talking about today? 

MUSIC | Who You Say I Am 
• INSTRUCTIONS: Spend some time in worship with your kids! You can choose any song but 

you might want to check out "Who You Say I Am" by Hillsong. 
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lKw6uqtGFfo 

QUESTION | What Does "Mercy" Mean? 
• How would you define the word "mercy"? 
• Mercy is another word for "compassion." It's often used to describe letting someone out of 

punishment or trouble even though it would serve them right. Showing mercy means you are 
willing to be kind, loving, and to help someone else. . . especially when that person doesn't 
really deserve it. 

• There are many ways to show mercy to someone. But sometimes showing mercy or 
compassion can be hard, especially when someone doesn't treat us well and needs our 
forgiveness. That's what we're talking about today. 

THE BIG IDEA | We can show others mercy. 
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BIG IDEA 
We can show others mercy. 

THE BIBLE 
David Spares Saul's Life: 1 Samuel 24:1-18;  

(Luke 6:36) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lKw6uqtGFfo
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• INSTRUCTIONS: Announce the Big Idea by encouraging kids to count down from ten and 
then use a confetti canon or pass out party poppers while the Big Idea is displayed on a 
projector screen or large poster. 

• This week’s Big Idea: We can show others mercy. 

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us? 

SCRIPTURE | 1 Samuel 24:1-18 
• So far, we learned about how God helped David be brave by choosing him to become the king, 

and using David to take down the giant Goliath. Today, we'll see how David showed he was 
brave by showing mercy and how we can show mercy to others, too. 

• INSTRUCTIONS: Look up 1 Samuel 24:1-18 in your Bible and encourage the kids to do the 
same. Read it! 

• In the chapters leading up to today's passage, David had become a hero in the eyes of the 
Israelites, especially after he fought and defeated Goliath. Saul, who was king at the time, 
became jealous of David's success and popularity, so much so, that he wanted to harm David. 

• David knew this, so he ran and hid from Saul, and that's where we pick up the story. 
• How many troops did Saul send after David? 
• Where did Saul and David end up together? 
• What did David's men want David to do to Saul? 
• How did David respond? 
• David could have used that opportunity to get rid of Saul for good. After all, his own life 

would have been spared. But David chose another way. He showed mercy to Saul. 
• How did Saul respond to David? 
• Two lives were changed that day: David showed mercy to someone who wanted to harm him 

and Saul received mercy that he did not deserve. 
• The same thing happens when we show mercy to someone. We feel at peace and the other 

person feels gratitude. 

VIDEO | Compassion 
• INSTRUCTIONS: Show the kids this video about the Compassion Experience. https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=RHWqZ1xGVGE&feature=youtu.be&t=12 
• The kids in this video remind us you are never too young to think about compassion. Even if 

you don't get the chance to think about people who need our compassion all over the world, we 
encounter situations almost every day where we get the chance to show compassion to 
someone. 

• What are some ways you can show compassion in your everyday life? 
• Showing compassion is a choice that we can make, not only for others, but for ourselves. 

OBJECT LESSON | Mercy Over Anger 
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• [Hold up a stress ball or a photo of one on a electronic device.] Does anyone know what this 
is? Yes, it's a stress ball. What do you use it for? You use it to help calm you down. You focus 
on rolling or squeezing it to get rid of your anger [Demonstrate how to use it.] There are some 
times when people disappoint us, hurt us, or make us angry, but we can choose to show mercy 
over anger. [Place the ball in one hand and use your other hand to cover it.] 

o SPECIAL NEEDS HACK: Having a stress ball or other fidget toys at all times in 
classrooms for students who are hyperactive and inattentive may be a good idea to help 
calm their body. 

o PRETEEN HACK: Ask: What are some real ways that you can show compassion 
instead of anger or meanness to someone? Have you ever had to do that? Were you 
successful in showing compassion, or did anger win? 

SCRIPTURE | Luke 6:36 
• INSTRUCTIONS: Read Luke 6:32-36 together. 
• This verse gives a simple command, to be merciful, because God is merciful. Maybe that's why 

David showed mercy to Saul. That's why we can show mercy to others. 
• Who is Jesus telling us to love? 
• Is it easy to love those we don't get along with? 
• How might this command and reason change how you respond when you are wronged? 
• How has God shown mercy to you? God has shown us mercy in lots of ways, and the greatest 

act of mercy ever was by sending Jesus to die for us. How was that an act of mercy? Right. . . 
we didn't really deserve forgiveness or for God to rescue us and have Jesus die for us. But we 
got it anyway. God is the best example of showing mercy ever. 

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it? 

REFLECTION | Merciful Me 
• As you think back over what we read from the Bible today: 
• What part stood out to you the most? 
• Who could you most relate to in our story today? 
• What is the hardest part about showing mercy? 
• How can you respond to someone who has wronged you? 
• None of us show mercy all the time. Sometimes, we put our needs or feelings ahead of others, 

even if that means not choosing to do the right thing. When we pray for help in this area, God 
can give us a new way of thinking. 

o PRETEEN HACK: Add a real life story of a time when you had to show mercy to 
someone, or ask an older kid to share a story. 

PRAYER 
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• Spend a few moments quietly talking to God about what you reflected on. Ask God to reveal 
what might need to change in your life so you can show mercy to others. Ask God to bring 
someone to mind who might need a little compassion from you right now. 
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