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(1) Genesis 11 

(a) Tower of Babel 
(i) Answers the question of why there are different languages 
(ii) The location of this tower is of course Babylon  
(iii) They do this in order to NOT be scattered… ha ha 
(iv) God sees this and knows humans could be a threat… and creates 

different languages and spreads people around the world. 
(v) Babel sounds like the word confused in Hebrew 
(vi) After God did this work on the tower immediately ceased and there were 

several work safety violations issued. 
(b) The second half of the chapter is more genealogies that tie Abraham to Shem 

(son of Noah)… meaning Abraham is a good guy.  
(c) Abraham and his family leave Ur and go to Haran instead of Canaan 

(i) Haran in Turkey… nowhere close to Canaan 
(ii) The same name as his dead brother Haran. 
(iii) It also means “parched” 
(iv)  They appear to be spiritually stuck… not moving forward 
(v) They don’t move forward until Abraham’s father died in Haran 

(2) Genesis 12 
(a) The call of Abraham to leave “Parched” 
(b) The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your 

father’s household and go to the land I will show you.  
2 “I will make you into a great nation  
and I will bless you;  
I will make your name great,  
and you will be a blessing.  
3 I will bless those who bless you,  
and whoever curses you I will curse;  
and all peoples on earth  
will be blessed through you.”  
(i) Leave Parched… trust God  
(ii) Promises galore! 

1. Make you into a great nation (at retirement age and no kids) 
2. Make your name great (still remembered today) 
3. Bless those who bless you (3 major religions tied to Abraham) 
4. All people’s blessed through Abraham (Jesus is a descendent of 

Abraham) 
(c) Abraham ends up in Shechem… the most important Canaanite city. 

(i) Kind of a “we’re moving in and there is nothing you can do about it” kind 
of thing. 



(ii) God and Abraham stake their claim 
1. The Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give 

this land.” So he built an altar there to the Lord, who had appeared to 
him. Genesis 12:7 

(d) Abraham continues to travel around Canaan 
(e) Famine strikes Canaan and Abraham leaves 

(i) Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to 
live there for a while because the famine was severe. Genesis 12:10 

(ii) Strange twist… Abraham is worried about his safety and tells Sarah to tell 
everyone they are brother and sister.  
1. BUT IT IS TRUE! Let’s jump ahead to Genesis 20:12 
2. “Besides, she really is my sister, the daughter of my father though not 

of my mother; and she became my wife.” Genesis 20:12 
3. Abraham survives… but Pharaoh takes Sarah “into his palace.” 
4. God punishes Pharaoh for this. What? Isn’t this Abraham’s fault? This 

says something about who the author dislikes too. 
a. Also some foreshadowing of the Exodus story and the plagues. 

We will see a version of this in the next book of the Bible 
5. Abraham was then kicked out of Egypt (Genesis 12:19-2-0) 

 


