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1. Genesis 23 

a. Sarah Dies 
i. Sarah lived to be a hundred and twenty-seven years old. She died at 

Kiriath Arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan, and Abraham went 
to mourn for Sarah and to weep over her. 23:1-2 

b. Buying a Tomb 
i. Then Abraham rose from beside his dead wife and spoke to the Hittites. 

He said, “I am an alien and a stranger among you. Sell me some 
property for a burial site here so I can bury my dead.” The Hittites 
replied to Abraham, “Sir, listen to us. You are a mighty prince among us. 
Bury your dead in the choicest of our tombs. None of us will refuse you 
his tomb for burying your dead.” 23:3-5 

c. Tomb of the patriarchs 
i. The “double cave” or  better known as Machpela, a mystery of thousands 

of years, was uncovered in 1980 beneath the massive building, revealing 
artifacts from the Early Israelite Period (some 30 centuries ago). The 
structure itself was built during the Second Temple Period (about two 
thousand years ago) by Herod, King of Judea, providing a place for 
gatherings and Jewish prayers at the graves of the Patriarchs. It is the 
second most holy place in Israel. 

ii. Go online and look for pictures of this place… it is impressive! 
iii. Abraham bought the field from Ephron the Hittite and paid full price even 

though it was offered for free. Genesis 23:7-20 
2. Genesis 24 

a. Abraham was now old and well advanced in years, and the Lord had blessed 
him in every way. He said to the chief servant in his household, the one in 
charge of all that he had, “Put your hand under my thigh. I want you to swear 
by the Lord, the God of heaven and the God of earth, that you will not get a 
wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am 
living, but will go to my country and my own relatives and get a wife for my 
son Isaac.” 24:1-4 

i. Put your hand where??? The thigh was considered the source of posterity 
in the ancient world. Or, more properly, the “loins.”  Essentially, Abraham 
made his trusted servant swear “on the seed of Abraham” that he would 
find a wife for Isaac “back home.” 

ii. Abraham’s desire that Isaac not take a wife from the Canaanites appears 
to be a further expression of the notion of the two lines of blessing and 
curse seen in Genesis 9:25–27 (back to naked Noah again): “Cursed be 
Canaan!” but “Blessed be the Lord the God of Shem.” 



b. The servant is unsure anyone will come back with him and Abraham wants Isaac 
to stay in Canaan while this arranged marriage is set up. Genesis 24:5-9 

c. Abraham’s servant goes to a town in northwest Mesopotamia called Nahor and 
prayers this prayer… 

i. Then he prayed, “O LORD, God of my master Abraham, give me success 
today, and show kindness to my master Abraham. See, I am standing 
beside this spring, and the daughters of the townspeople are coming 
out to draw water. May it be that when I say to a girl, ‘Please let down 
your jar that I may have a drink,’ and she says, ‘Drink, and I’ll water 
your camels too’—let her be the one you have chosen for your servant 
Isaac. By this I will know that you have shown kindness to my master.” 
Before he had finished praying, Rebekah came out with her jar on her 
shoulder. She was the daughter of Bethuel son of Milcah, who was the 
wife of Abraham’s brother Nahor. 24:12-15 

ii. A sign! 
d. Then a description of Rebekah… 

i. The girl was very beautiful, a virgin; no man had ever lain with her. She 
went down to the spring, filled her jar and came up again. 24:16 

e. After some conversation, the servants to stay at Rebekah’s fathers home 
(hospitality) and he is welcomed. The servant then prayed… 

i. Then the man bowed down and worshiped the Lord, saying, “Praise be 
to the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who has not abandoned 
his kindness and faithfulness to my master. As for me, the Lord has led 
me on the journey to the house of my master’s relatives.” 24:26-27 

ii. I think he is a believer! 
f. When the servant arrives at the home of Rebekah’s family, he meets Laban (we 

will meet him again later) and he retells this whole story. Genesis 24:34-49 
g. At the end of story, he asks if this is a sign and if Rebekah would go back with 

him to Abraham and Isaac and the family agrees. Genesis 24:49-51 
h. On their way back they meet up with Isaac and this happens… 

i. Now Isaac had come from Beer Lahai Roi, for he was living in the Negev. 
He went out to the field one evening to meditate, and as he looked up, 
he saw camels approaching. Rebekah also looked up and saw Isaac. She 
got down from her camel and asked the servant, “Who is that man in 
the field coming to meet us?” “He is my master,” the servant answered. 
So she took her veil and covered herself. 24:62-65 

1. She covers herself in modesty.  
2. Interesting footnote to this: Jewish brides replicate Rebecca's 

gesture at every marriage by covering their faces with a veil. At 
the bedeken (veiling), it is also customary to bless the bride with 
the same blessing bestowed upon Rebecca, "O sister! May you 
grow into thousands of myriads" (Genesis 24:60).Given this 
biblical precedent for the bedeken ceremony, the question still 
remains -- what is the purpose of veiling a bride? Veiling is usually 



understood as a sign of modesty. A bride veils herself to signify 
that she will reserve herself solely for her husband.  

ii. Isaac and Rebekah marry… 
1. Then the servant told Isaac all he had done. Isaac brought her 

into the tent of his mother Sarah, and he married Rebekah. So 
she became his wife, and he loved her; and Isaac was comforted 
after his mother’s death. 24:66-67 
 

 
 
 
 


