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1. Exodus 20 continuted… 
a. Commandment 5 

i. “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the 
land the Lord your God is giving you.” 20:12 

1. This say a lot about respecting those in authority over you 
including God. Like a chain of command. 

2. We should fear and love God, and so we should not despise our 
parents and superiors, nor provoke them to anger, but honor, 
serve, obey, love, and esteem them. 

b. Commandment 6 
i. You shall not murder. 20:13 

1. Life is sacred. 
2. God is the life giver, we have no right to take away what God 

brings into existence. 
3. We should fear and love God, and so we should not endanger our 

neighbor’s life, nor cause him any harm, but help and befriend 
him in every necessity of life. 

c. Commandment 7 
i. “You shall not commit adultery. 20:14 

1. Being faithful in your primary relationship matters. It is an issue of 
integrity. If you can’t be faithful in that… what can you be faithful 
towards? 

2. We should fear and love God, and so we should lead a chaste and 
pure life in word and deed, each one loving and honoring his wife 
or her husband. 

d. Commandment 8 
i. You shall not steal. 20:15 

1. It’s a stewardship issue and communal issue. Respecting other 
people’s property 

2. We should fear and love God, and so we should not rob our 
neighbor of his money or property, nor bring them into our 
possession by dishonest trade or by dealing in shoddy wares, but 
help him to improve and protect his income and property. 

e. Commandment 9 
i. You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 20:16 

1. Don’t lie. 
2. We should fear and love God, and so we should not tell lies about 

our neighbor, nor betray, slander, or defame him, but should 



apologize for him, speak well of him, and interpret charitably all 
that he does. 

f. Commandment 10 
i. “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your 

neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or 
anything that belongs to your neighbor.”  

1. Luther breaks this commandment in two. Coveting your 
neighbor’s house and then everything else. 20:17 

2. We should fear and love God, and so we should not seek by 
craftiness to gain possession of our neighbor’s inheritance or 
home, nor to obtain them under pretext of legal right, but be of 
service and help to him so that he may keep what is his. 

3.  AND… We should fear and love God, and so we should not 
abduct, estrange, or entice away our neighbor’s wife, servants, or 
cattle, but encourage them to remain and discharge their duty to 
him. 

4. Stay away from jealousy and envy! 
g. Then God makes a dramatic “statement” or adds a symbolic exclamation point 

on these words… 
i. When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet 

and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at 
a distance and said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But 
do not have God speak to us or we will die.” 20:18-19 

1. The people understand the gravity of the moment. 
2. And they understand the power of God. 

h. Moses responds to the people… 
i. Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so 

that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning.” The 
people remained at a distance, while Moses approached the thick 
darkness where God was. 20:20-21 

i. God gives instruction on how to worship and sacrifice to the Lord... 
i. Then the Lord said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites this: ‘You have seen for 

yourselves that I have spoken to you from heaven: Do not make any gods 
to be alongside me; do not make for yourselves gods of silver or gods of 
gold. “ ‘Make an altar of earth for me and sacrifice on it your burnt 
offerings and fellowship offerings, your sheep and goats and your cattle. 
Wherever I cause my name to be honored, I will come to you and bless 
you. If you make an altar of stones for me, do not build it with dressed 
stones, for you will defile it if you use a tool on it. And do not go up to my 
altar on steps, lest your nakedness be exposed on it.’ 20:22-26 

1. No graven images or statues. 
2. No junior gods or competing gods 
3. Altar is to be made of dirt or uncut stone. 



4. No altar on steps in case it might cause you to be naked at some 
point.  

 
 


