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(1) Genesis 15 

(a) After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be 
afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.” Genesis 15:1 
(i) Great reminder for us today.  

(b) Abraham is still concerned that he doesn’t have an heir… after all the clock is 
ticking. He is no spring chicken. Gen 15:2-3 

(c) God reassures Abraham.  
(i) “A son coming from your own body will be your heir.”  He took 

Abraham outside and said, “Look up at the heavens and count the 
stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall 
your offspring be.” Gen 15:4-5 

(d) A profound statement that shows up in the New Testament 
(i) Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 

Gen 15:6 
1. But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made 

known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This 
righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all 
who believe. Romans 3:21 

2. What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered in 
this matter? If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had 
something to boast about—but not before God. What does the 
Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness.” Now when a man works, his wages are not credited 
to him as a gift, but as an obligation. However, to the man who does 
not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is 
credited as righteousness. Romans 4:1-5 

3. Is this blessedness only for the circumcised, or also for the 
uncircumcised? We have been saying that Abraham’s faith was 
credited to him as righteousness. Under what circumstances was it 
credited? Was it after he was circumcised, or before? It was not 
after, but before! And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of 
the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still 
uncircumcised. So then, he is the father of all who believe but have 
not been circumcised, in order that righteousness might be credited 
to them. And he is also the father of the circumcised who not only 
are circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that 
our father Abraham had before he was circumcised. It was not 
through law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise 
that he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness 
that comes by faith. For if those who live by law are heirs, faith has 



no value and the promise is worthless, because law brings wrath. 
And where there is no law there is no transgression. Therefore, the 
promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be 
guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of 
the law but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham. He is the 
father of us all. Romans 4:9-16 

(e) God adds that Abraham will also receive the land to build a nation (Genesis 
15:7) 

(f) Abraham questions whether or not he will have a male child in his old 
age…Sarah’s too for that matter. (Genesis 15:8) 

(g) God asks Abraham to offer a sacrifice…kind of like “let’s seal the deal here.” 
(Genesis 15:9-11) 

(h) Something interesting happens…  
(i) As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and 

dreadful darkness came over him. Then the LORD said to him, “Know for 
certain that your descendants will be strangers in a country not their 
own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four hundred years. But 
I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will 
come out with great possessions. You, however, will go to your fathers 
in peace and be buried at a good old age. In the fourth generation your 
descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet 
reached its full measure.” (Genesis 15:12-16) 

(ii) This is a little foreshadowing if not future generations looking back and 
adding this in. 

(iii) The presence of God is a power thing… can be dreadful…overwhelming.  
1. It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. Hebrews 

10:31 
(i) The deal is sealed… 

(i) On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram and said, “To your 
descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, 
the Euphrates— the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 
Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and 
Jebusites.” Genesis 15: 18-21 
 


